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Decline and divergence of indigenous heights



Limitations of our current sample

● ~20,000 records per war 
● Can’t do too many interactions in our models
● No information on combat exposure
● Nearly a thousand women served [as nurses]





1. Classify pages to open 
up page-dependent
menus and instructions



2. Citizen scientists identify fields and 
mark their location for transcription



3. 
Transcribe 
marked 
fields via 
three 
routes …





Essentially random entries
 not yet transcribed



Measuring the ANZACs data structure

● 147 variables/fields/columns from source material
– Some variables describe categories of events that can 

occur multiple times
● Sick, wounded, transfers between units, entering new combat 

zone
●  You only die once

● 6 different document types to identify
● Paradata : Data about the transcription of each 

element
– 17 elements of paradata about each transcription or 

classification! Includes who, when, X/Y co-ordinates on 
page

● Significant automatically generated metadata
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Progress towards goals …

● ~2 million fields transcribed
● 6,500 personnel files have been touched out 

of 140,000
● 58,518 pages of 3.7 million
● In short term: Shifts research questions 

towards the life course data



Accuracy of paid research assistants 
versus citizens?!



Attestations
(NZ RAs)

Casualty Rolls
(Canadian RAs)

Given Last Given Last
Mean similarity score to truth
(1 = absolute accuracy)

0.98 0.99 0.99 0.99

Proportion absolutely accurate 0.91 0.95 0.93 0.98
Proportion with similarity score > 0.9 0.96 0.98 0.95 0.99

Proportion with similarity score > 0.8 0.98 0.99 0.99 0.99
Proportion with > 3 words in string 
(more likely problematic transcriptions)

0.003 0.0002 0.030 0

Citizen transcription
Given name Surname Serial number

Mean similarity score to truth
(1 = absolute accuracy)

0.98 0.98 0.98

Proportion absolutely accurate 0.87 0.84 0.89
Proportion with similarity score > 0.9 0.95 0.95 0.95

Proportion with similarity score > 0.8 0.97 0.98 0.98
Proportion with > 3 words in string 
(more likely problematic transcriptions)

0.0029 0.0030 0.0030



Accuracy in context

Example: Charles and Cjarles have a similarity of 0.91

Example: Gerry Reid and Henry Reid have a similarity of 0.8

Example: B and Benjamin have a similarity of 0.74

Conclusion
Citizen scientists make more small 

(one character) mistakes

In the vast majority of cases highly useable data



Drunken and disorderly?








